
KHS PTO Meeting Minutes 
October 8, 2019  
 
In Attendance: Megan Roche, Lynne Hamilton, Shelly McDonough, Kristin Jacobs, Patty Clark, 
Kathy Johnson, Christine Riscili, Kim Phillips, Laryn Ullman, Marcy Gurd, Julie Voudris, Heather 
Rawlings, Lynette Laehu, Stacey Jones, Mr. Tom Gabram 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:16 a.m. by KHS PTO President, Megan Roche. 

I. Tour of The Hub (former library space) 
II. Approve Minutes -- Stacey Jones motioned to approve the Sept. 10, 2019 meeting 

minutes.  Laryn Ullman seconded.  Minutes approved. 
III. Principal’s Report - Mr. Gabram, Principal 

A. Hub Tour -- the space is available to classes such as multimedia and physics or 
anytime teachers are having students collaborate in groups; business classes 
have been using vinyl printer for stickers, etc. to get hands-on learning re: 
marketing 

B. Last Monday (Sept. 30) Mr. Gabram attended the vaping education presentation 
sponsored by Judge Grendell’s office at the Bainbridge Library; approx 30 
attendees; discussed dangers of vaping; health consultant presented information. 
The health consultant noted that the ingredients of juul pods are all chemicals, no 
water (false advertising on behalf of the industry). With cigarettes there are filters 
and the vape products allow for everything to be inhaled without filters. There 
have been 20-25 deaths/pulmonary issues reported. This is a challenging topic 
on how to educate the students more (not necessarily through the school) 
because they do not know they’re becoming addicted to the nicotine (1 juul = 1 
pack of cigarettes). Marcy Gurd noted that we’ll start seeing the impact on babies 
from mothers who have vaped to replace cigarettes. Megan Roche noted there’s 
been a lot in the media re: vaping. Are adolescents starting to get the message? 
Julie Voudris noted that the kids are starting to see their peers becoming 
addicted to them. Mr. Gabram said that Ravenwood offers an “Early Warning” 
program so if you’re caught in school they will have to go through a vaping 
education session WITH parents. 1st offense - in school suspension 3 days (1 
day can be reduced for Vape educate which family must pay for); 2nd offense - 
out of school suspension for 5 days (can be reduced to 3 days for outside 
vaping/addiction education). 

C. Hall of Fame induction ceremony was on Oct. 2. Great event with so much 
Kenston history in the room. This is the 2nd induction ceremony and is becoming 
a tradition. Nomination forms available online (nominees must submit the 
application as well). 

D. Other Homecoming events: Parade on Oct. 3 -- great turnout; Friday football 
game; Saturday the dance (no issues; over 600 attended). 

E. PSAT on Oct. 16th - freshmen/sophomore; juniors/seniors (for national merit); 
seniors can do college visits or work on job shadowing research. 



F. Thursday, Oct. 17th - seniors have to create a google form to explain what they 
did on Oct. 16th. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report - Kristin Jacobs 
A. Report provided -- Income of $2,402 received for membership. According to the 

report, the estimated cash available for funding requests is $8,269.24. Additional 
income will come from last year’s profit from The Bomber Hangar (not shown 
here yet). Refer to Committee Reports for the Unfundraiser. 

V. Committee Reports 
A. After Prom - Patty Clark - Oct. 23 volunteer meeting kick-off; Kathy Johnson and 

MaryAnne Klank will be overseeing Silver Bells; Meeting with Meg Noah 
(previous chair for 5 years) to describe all the tasks associated with SB; Stacey 
Jones offered to put together the raffle baskets. 

B. Beautification - Marcy Gurd & Christine Riscili - Exterior decorated for Fall; each 
building has done a great job! Holiday decorations to be done at the beginning of 
Dec. 

C. Bomber Hangar - Shelly McDonough - Reminder on store hours (Tuesdays 6:30 
- 8 and Fridays 11-1 on non-football game days + football games and other 
sporting events at the stadium if volunteer available to work); Working on 
ordering for the holidays; still need a BH representative for KHS to assist with 
small tasks (add signage around KHS) and collaborate with product ordering, 
marketing and volunteering. Asked if anyone had product ideas to pass them 
along; noted that the online store allows for flexibility in adding products 
periodically (and not incur inventory costs for the store); Question about how the 
online store is going -- noted that it’s slow but honestly haven’t put a ton of effort 
into it; Discussion on magnets - need for add’l individual sport/activity ones; 
noted that there is a minimum quantity, but the individual images isn’t cost 
effective. Shelly recognizes that the BH is out of many sports magnets. 

D. Care Blue - Stacey Jones - Meet & Greet this morning for new-to-district; general 
consensus that calling people was helpful at least from a feedback perspective; 
small percentage of people responded to email/calls. Laryn commented that this 
was similar to past years’ experiences. Stacey noted that she made sure that 
there wasn’t too much duplication between KMS & KHS re: phone calls. Kim 
Phillips noted that we should consider the breakfast in September next year. 

E. Celebrate Blue - Julie Voudris - no update at this time. 
F. Directory - Lynne Hamilton - We incurred a situation with the census verification. 

Parents were asked to check the box for each child, but some didn’t check the 
box at all, resulting in 300+ families that wouldn’t be in the directory, which is 
abnormal. Email going out to those families confirming whether they want to be 
included. It will note what will be shown and they must confirm. If no reply, it will 
go as is. Lynne noted they still need one more advertiser. 

G. E-Comm/Website - Vickie Kale getting trained tonight by Meg Noah/Megan 
Roche. 

H. Fundraiser - Megan Roche - The “Un-Fundraiser” -- PTO has received positive 
feedback thus far with additional communications forthcoming to parents. As of 



11:15 a.m. on 10/8/19, KHS/KMS PTO has received $3,421. The fundraiser runs 
through Oct. 21st. 

1. Questions re: 2-week timeframe of the Unfundraiser -- Patty Clark noted 
that we may want to reiterate the deadline as it didn’t seem apparent and 
that PTO is a non-profit (for tax deduction purposes). She also asked if 
we could we do another 2 weeks in the Spring? Megan Roche noted we 
would always be able to accept donations, but perhaps keep the paypal 
button on the web site. Also, you can join PTO/submit membership 
throughout the year (ex: prior to deadline for PTO scholarship 
application). Comments on the paypal donations have been favorable, as 
well as emails that have been positive. An email communication w/visuals 
re: goals/current status will be going out to parents today (10/8/19). 

I. Hospitality - Kathy Johnson - Staff dinner for parent/teacher conferences 
included homestyle food (meatballs, chicken, cheesy potatoes). Needed more 
volunteers  especially for the cart to go around to the staff. Next event will be in 
January. 

J. Membership/Volunteers - Kim Phillips - Currently, 135 members; 49 teacher/staff; 
$2,402 income. Additional forms received today. 

K. Senior Breakfast - Laryn Ullman - met with Mr. Gabram this morning. Looking at 
doing a simple continental breakfast and/or donut board first thing while Mr. 
Gabram addresses the seniors before they start graduation practice. Considering 
also a grab & go (sandwich, chips) once they’re done. Lynne Hamilton offered 
the centerpiece jars from last year. Laryn noted that the budgeted amount of 
$500 is for decorations, etc. since the seniors pay $20 as part of their fees.  

L. Staff Appreciation - no update at this time 
VI. President’s Report 

A. Ideas about Parent Engagement Series - Megan noted that a suggestion is to do 
a couple of 15 min. videos or presentations in conjunction with events already 
scheduled at the school. Kristin ran by an idea by the group to create a “mock 
bedroom” where parents do a scavenger hunt to discover items associated with 
vaping, drugs, alcohol. Those in attendance were intrigued and think it would be 
worth trying. There would be an answer sheet to tell them what was hidden and 
where. Google “mock bedroom” to learn more. The parent engagement 
committee within PTO Council will look into this. 

B. Board Openings - Bomber Hangar building representative 
C. Fundraiser idea - Consider having banners with senior photo and congratulations 

(seen in Dublin, Ohio) available for purchase. Aurora High School is doing this. 
D. Shout out to Meg Noah for all of her help re: Silverbells, UnFundraiser and 

Website.  
E. Shelly reminded everyone to tune into the Principal’s Podcast, which is done 

weekly with hosts: Mr. Gabram, Donny Maynard and Jack Kosiorek. Available 
through Bomber Media posts on Twitter and school website. 

VII. Adjourn at 11:30 am. 

* Next Meeting: November 12 h at 9:45   



PTO Council Meeting 

Talking Points for Building Presidents 
November 1, 2019 

I. Superintendent’s Report

a. Kenston Citizens Advisory Committee (KCAC) is seeking new members

i. KCAC Members are a liaison between School Board and the community

ii. Applications are due 11/26/19.  See website for application details.

b. Veteran’s Day Celebrations are planned at each building

c. Geauga ESC (Educational Service Center) is hosting “Anxiety in Children Discussion

for Parents”

i. When: 11/19/19 at 7:00 - 8:30 PM

ii. Where: Metzenbaum Center

II. PTO Council Update

a. All building PTOs are now using QuickBooks accounting software

i. This lifts the burden from the Presidents to ensure that monthly

reconciliation is accurate and aligned with the bank accounts (QuickBooks

links directly with the bank)

ii. The annual subscription will be a budgeted line item

b. A committee was established to look at PTO Membership forms and the process

for joining the PTO

i. The goal is to have forms and payment available on line by fall 2020

c. Communications

i. All buildings sent constant contact communications during their

fundraisers.  It was decided that a “communications calendar” will be

created in order to give everyone visibility to the timing of email

communications.

ii. The role of the building E-Communications Chair needs to be defined.  For

example, the E-Comm Chair should not be expected to create e-flyers.  This

should be done by the Committee Chair of the event.

iii. PTO Website

1. Need to determine what the website should be used for (i.e. meeting

minutes, forms, contacts, etc.)

d. Bomber Hangar

i. Need to determine the role of the Bomber Hangar Chairperson

1. Council will consider breaking it into various roles which would

eliminate putting all of the work onto one person


